CURRENTS
A Visit with the Hungry Gardener
lives. Originating in Australia,
permaculture promotes
integrating natural systems
with human systems.
Permaculture analyzes how
nature functions and then
mimics those patterns to
improve human systems and
sustainability.

The group gathers with Mary and
Vern before lunch

Sometimes the best field trips
are in your own backyard. That
was definitely the case (both
figuratively and literally) when
our Junior class took a trip
a mile down the road from
Edison to the home and urban
garden of Mary Sherman and
Vern Nelson. Led by Science
teacher Steve Beard, with help
from his colleagues, the team
incorporated concepts from
English, History and American
Sign Language to create a
comprehensive learning
experience.

Each student focused on one of
the twelve permaculture
principles and came up with
ideas on to use the concept in
school and in their everyday
lives. They were able to
experience principle number
three—obtain a yield—as they
enjoyed a lunch prepared from
the garden’s bounty.
It was a gift to be able to dive
deeper into topics the students
had been learning in class.
Sustainability and hard work
were the main themes of the
day as students learned how

During the several weeks
leading up to the field trip,
Mr. Beard’s Earth Science
class researched and learned
about permaculture and how
to incorporate it into our daily
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Jack Mullins ’19 helps bake the
focaccia bread

Vern and Mary use, reuse,
recycle, compost and repurpose
almost everything in building
and managing their urban oasis.
The group worked together to
prepare (and then enjoy!) a
delicious, healthy salad and
homemade focaccia bread which
they baked in a beautiful,
outdoor, wood-burning brick
oven.
continued on page 3

Mary and Vern’s beautiful, sustainable urban garden
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A Message from Edison’s
President, Dr. Sean Preston
1. Curate the culture that
already exists.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

From the first moment I stepped
on campus, I was met with a
passion for student learning and
a never-say-never work ethic. As
the President, it is my duty to
see that this culture flourishes
for years to come.

CHAIR
Jim Kilpatrick
President, Fortis Construction, Inc.

VICE CHAIR
Patrick Becker
President, Portfolio Manager
Becker Capital Management

2. Create the framework for the
Edison Institute for Teaching
and Learning.

TREASURER
Michael E. Williams
SVP, Portland Metro Commercial
Banking Manager, Columbia Bank

MEMBERS
Verna A. Bailey
Former Education Administrator
Chris Barhyte
Owner, Barhyte Specialty Foods
Sarah Boylan
Business Manager,
Creekside Endodontics
Ann Brayfield
Business Owner
Brittney Clark
Trustee, Clark Foundation
Dean Dordevic
Principal, Ferguson Wellman Capital
Management
Max Downing
Chief Financial Officer,
Lattice Semiconductor
Gary Grenley
Attorney, Garvey Schubert Barer
Larry Mendelsohn
Chairman and CEO, Great Ajax Corp.
Dan O’Leary
CPA, Geffen Mesher
Wendell Talley
Owner, WCTJ, Inc.
Summer Widmer
Sales & Marketing Consultant

PRESIDENT
Dr. Sean Preston
Edison High School
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It is an honor to have been
named the President of Edison
High School. Our school is
a rarity among independent
schools as it seeks to ensure
academic success among
students with learning
differences. We employ a
talented group of teachers,
counselors, and administrators
who have a passion for student
success. We care not only for
their academic pursuits, but
also seek to empower them
socially and emotionally.
There is nothing more
satisfying than to witness
student success. I look forward
to these breakthrough moments
during the year. These are
especially meaningful when the
student finds success in an area
that is particularly challenging
for them.
I have big plans for our small
school. There are four agenda
items that make the top of a
long and ambitious list for
Edison High School:

I would love nothing more than
to serve all the students who
need us most. However, there
is simply not enough space to
have a school that large. Instead,
as we design the future school
building, I plan to create the
Edison Institute for Teaching
and Learning. This is a place
where teachers from across
the state and the nation can
attend workshops, listen to
speakers, and learn how to best
educate students with learning
differences.
3. Produce artifacts and craft a
model of teacher professional
development to ensure student
success.
Great schools can clearly
articulate why they are great.
Edison High School is one of
these great schools and it is my
charge to help create the artifacts
and evidence that support this
claim to ensure student success
for decades
to come. In addition, I would like
to implement a teacher
professional development model
that allows our faculty to pursue
lifelong learning.

continued from previous page

4. Re-cast the POST Edison
program.
I am a supporter of high school
post-graduate and gap year
programs and we already
have the beginnings of a great
one. I plan to partner with
the teachers and counselors
to enhance this program and
introduce its next iteration in
the summer of 2019. More to
come!

Positive Beginnings
Compassionate. Generous.
Respectful. Kind. Loving.
Funny. If these adjectives
are any indication, it
sounds like Edison has
an awesome group of
new students joining our
school this year!
New student Kofi with mom Kimberly and sister Sani

I invite each of you to spend
time at the school, talk with
your students about their
learning, and visit with me as
often as you would like. Feel
free to reach out to Neveen
Hurd, the Executive Assistant to
the President (nhurd@edisonhs.
org), to set up a time to chat.
I’m looking forward to meeting
each and everyone of you—and
to a great year!

This event sets the tone
for what new families
can expect during
their time at Edison:
recognition of the
strengths and uniqueness
of each student. Positive
affirmation is integral to
our curriculum.

continued from page 1

It was a treat for our students
to learn from Mary and Vern,
two masters in the world of
gardening and cooking. Vern,
whom you might know as
The Hungry Gardener, wrote
extensively for The Oregonian’s
Home and Garden section
and now contributes his
wisdom through Facebook @
TheHungryGardenerPortland.

New student Stathi and parents Jenn and John

One of our much-loved
back-to-school events is
the annual New Student
Introduction Evening.
Parents of new students
are asked to comprise a
list of seven attributes
that describe their
child. Faculty and new
families gather in Edison’s
Community Room on a
September evening and
the parents introduce
their student to the group,
using the attributes they
have compiled.

A word cloud describing the
attributes of Edison’s amazing new
students!

New student Annabelle and her mom Margaret

Ms. Manning created a
word cloud from all of
the attributes used to
describe our students,
with the most-used
descriptors represented
in the largest font. We
are happy to welcome
these students; an
outstanding group of
caring individuals and
community ambassadors,
including twenty-one
freshmen and two
sophomores. Welcome!
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New Staff Members Infuse Edison with Energy and Experience
Maggi Bomalaski
Math
Maggi earned
her Bachelor’s
Degree from
Boise State
University in Electrical
Engineering and worked in the
field for ten years. After
volunteering as a math tutor,
she quickly realized how much
she enjoyed working with
youth! Maggi and her husband
then moved to Michigan where
she went back to school for a
Master’s Degree in teaching.
She has taught Algebra and
Statistics, as well as tutored,
coached math and volleyball
teams, and taught project-based
learning curriculum. Maggi is
thrilled with her career change.

Neveen Hurd,
Exec. Asst. to
the President
Before joining
Edison in 2018,
Neveen worked
at a law firm specializing in
helping people obtain Social
Security Disability benefits.
This gave her great insight into
what it means to be an advocate
and serve a diverse community.
She is already putting to use
this experience at Edison.
Originally from Boulder, CO,
Neveen earned her Bachelor’s
Degree from the University of
Colorado. After graduating, she
moved to Philadelphia where
she met her husband Peter, a
Portland native. They relocated
to Portland in 2015.

Troy Spetter
Dir., Educ. Tech.
Troy earned
a B.S. in
Information
Technology
and a Master of Business with
a concentration in Technology
Management from University
of Phoenix. He then earned an
Education Specialist (Magna
Cum Laude) with Liberty
University, and also holds a
Doctorate in Educational
Leadership. He is a graduate
of Oregon public schools and
has over 20 years experience
in education. Troy and his wife
Glenda have two adult children
Devon and Lacy, who are both
pursuing their own college
experiences.

Graduation: Congratulations, Class of `18!
Thirty-three percent of the
Class of 2018 are attending
four-year schools, and sixtyseven percent are attending
community college.
This means that one hundred
percent of our graduates are
involved in a higher education
program for the 2018-2019
school year! Congratulations,
Class of 2018!
Edison graduates are attending
the following schools:
› Carroll College
› George Fox University
› Marist College
› Southern Oregon University
› University of Arizona
› Western Oregon University
› Portland Community College
› Central Oregon Comm. College
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Back Row L to R: Iain Gorey-Miles, Casey Downing, Christopher Olsen, OB Bube,
Henry Cadonau, William Henningsen, Andrew Scott, Dimitry Underhill, William
Rehm, Grayson Szczukowski Front Row L to R: Keiran Francis, Brennen Odell,
Riley Herndon, Ariane Chernin, Andrew D’Addio, Julia Brogger, Shannon Quandee,
Gabriela Sullinales, Derek French, Derek Fura, Charles Waehrer

GR ADUAT
ION!

06/01/18

Graduation photos courtesy of Andie Petkus Photography
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Edison Mourns the Loss
of Patrick Fleming,
Beloved Teacher

EDISON STUDENTS
PLAY SPORTS!
Watch for these students
out on the field, course,
and pitch this fall!

Soccer:
JP Mulligan
Remy Grayson
Austin Rodriguez
Justin White
Ayden Wolf
Rachel Day
The Edison community lost
a beloved friend and former
colleague this fall. Patrick
Dennis Fleming passed away
peacefully on September 22,
2018 in his home of 46 years in
Portland, Oregon at the age of
80.
Pat joined the Edison family
in 1990 as an English Teacher,
where he inspired students and
shared his love of literature
for ten years. He had a lasting
effect on all who knew him.
Edison was lucky to have such
a compassionate, dedicated
teacher in our community.
Throughout his life, Pat was an
active part of the St. Andrew
Catholic Parish in Northeast
Portland. Over the years, he
volunteered as a server and
choir member during Mass,
CCD instructor, Bible Camp
coordinator, Sunday Mass
ministry scheduler, Dignity
USA advocate, youth minister,
pre-marriage prep participant,
and weekly collections counter.
According to his family, Pat's
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Cross Country:
Ben Wimmer
Melina Olander
Stathi Davis
Football:
Bennett Raymond
Caius Matthews
Shea Brooks
Cheer:
Sarah Shields

Edison parent Robb Wilson evaluates Josh

An Evening of Ar
Edison’s Annual Art and
Science Fair has grown into a
yearly event that our community
eagerly anticipates every year.
Our 2018 show on May 10
proved to be a spectacular
evening of stunning art and
intriguing science experiments.
Art is a required class for
Edison freshman, so naturally
there is a wide range of artistic
experience and ability. Rachel
Hansen, Edison Art teacher,
develops the curriculum to
allow students to create projects
which the novice artists

most beloved service was
delivering food for St. Vincent
de Paul to the neighborhood
families surrounding the
church.
His legacy lives on through
his daughter, Andreé CannonFleming, a talented and valued
counselor at Edison since 1998.
Our thoughts and prayers are
with the Fleming family and all
who knew Pat.

Student-drawn portraits from th

h Caine-Welch’s ’19 science experiment.

rt and Science
can embrace, yet which also
challenge the experienced
artists. Art methods
incorporated into the class are:
Zentangle, Acrylic Paint
Pouring and Suminagashi. Ms.
Hansen sets the stage for this
event at the beginning of each
school year. By informing the
students: “Your art will
be displayed at our art fair, so
create the work with that in

he 2018 Art and Science Fair

Student artwork from 2018 Art and Science Fair

mind.” Edison Science teacher
Steve Beard believes strongly in
the concept of learningthrough-doing. He encourages
his students to explore the
world through hands-on
classroom activities. Naturally,
the science fair is a capstone of
the sophomore and junior
science curriculum.
Attendees learned how video
games influence stress and
heart rates, how different
temperatures affect plants, and
about the speed and trajectory
of firing a crossbow from
different distances. It is
rewarding and heartening to

experience the hard work and
creativity of our students as
they explain the results
of their science experiments
and describe the medium and
inspiration for their art work.
Students were beaming with
pride as they shared their work
with friends and family. Some
of our student artists were
approached by guests to
purchase their creations—
which elevated their perception
of their art even more.
See you at the next Art Show
and Science Fair on May 16,
2019!

Harry Johnson-Laird ’20 with his parents, Karen and Niels
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Edison parents Christine Dickey and Teresa Falk

Edison parents Ava Henningsen and Susan and Bill Rehm
enjoy the reception

Feeling Grateful: Honoring Edison’s Donors and Volunteers
It has been independently verified by an in-depth, scientific study that Edison High School has the most
enthusiastic volunteers and the most loyal donors. Well, perhaps it is a strongly held opinion rather than a
proven theory... Either way, we love to celebrate, honor and thank our community of supporters!
Your gifts have a significant impact on the school. Our faculty is grateful to be able to attend conferences to
advance their knowledge and skills and learn best practices for teaching students with learning differences.
Our students reap the benefits of being able to use cutting-edge technology through their iPads. Our families
who would not be able to attend Edison without financial assistance are thankful to receive help with paying
their tuition.
In addition, staff and students appreciate our parents and volunteers who give their time and talent to enrich
every aspect of our learning environment. We are grateful to have the opportunity to formally thank this
amazing group of supporters at our Appreciation Reception in May.

Supporters Martha and Loren Hotchkiss with Board
Member Mike Williams

Rebecca and Gregg Zeutzius

Leave A Lasting Impact at Edison
Education is one of the keys to a happy, productive future. Edison’s mission is to empower students with
learning differences to experience academic success and personal growth while preparing them for a
productive future. Investing in Edison’s future creates wonderful opportunities for tomorrow’s youth to
receive the individualized education they need to be academically and personally successful.
One way that you can be part of Edison’s future success and make a positive difference in the world is to
include Edison in your estate planning process. A bequest is an easy and tangible way for you to enable
Edison to continue educating future generations; it may also be an effective way to reduce the burden of taxes
on your family and estate. Please consider naming our school as a beneficiary in your will or estate plan.
Contact Jennifer Hogan at jhogan@edisonhs.org for more information. Thank you for considering Edison!
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Larry Mendelsohn
Joins Edison’s
Board of Directors
Edison is pleased to welcome
Larry Mendelsohn to our
Board of Directors. He is
currently Chairman of the
Board of Directors and Chief
Executive Officer of Great Ajax
Corp., a publicly-traded real
estate investment trust. Mr.
Mendelsohn is also a founder
and Partner of Aspen Capital,
and a managing member
of Flanders Street Capital
Management LLC. Larry works
in the same office building
that houses Edison’s Satellite
campus.
Over the years, he has gotten
to know some the staff and
students working across the
hall. In his spare time, Larry
enjoys watching English
Premier League soccer and is
definitely a dog person.
We are excited to have him
join the Board of Directors.
Welcome to Edison, Larry!

Colin Livesey, New
Dean of Students
The 2018-19 school year is the
15th for Colin Livesey at Edison.
He began as a substitute Math
teacher and, over time, this role
turned into a full-time teaching
position. This fall, he turns the
page on the next chapter of his
career as Edison High School’s
Dean of Students. Though
in a new role, he will still be
teaching two Geometry classes.
Congratulations, Colin!

Edison Teachers: Lifelong Learners

Elizabeth Johnson and Jason Wold clown in the photo booth at IDA

Connolly Attends Colonial
Williamsburg Teacher Institute
This summer, Bridget
Connolly, Edison’s U.S.
History, Government and
Economics teacher, attended
the Colonial Williamsburg
Teacher Institute. She spent
a week with educators from
across the nation engaging with
historians, interpreters, and
master teachers. The lessons
ranged from the foundational
debates for creating the U.S.
to the progressive movements
of the 19th and 20th centuries;
the group attended interactive
trials in the historic House
of Burgesses building. The
opportunity to learn about the
daily life of the early colonists,
the town’s role in the Civil War
and its ongoing preservation
was unparalleled.
Wold and Johnson attend the IDA
Dyslexia Literacy Conference
This month, Principal Jason
Wold and Reading Specialist,
Elizabeth Johnson will attend
the International Dyslexia
Association’s (IDA) annual
Reading, Literacy and
Learning Conference in

Connecticut. The conference is
a great opportunity for
educators, administrators, and
specialists to learn from each
other and experts in the field.
Edison works closely with the
Oregon Branch of IDA, as our
own Rachel Hansen serves on
their Board. At the conference,
they will be able to connect
with other professionals and
make sure Edison has the
most relevant and cutting-edge
information. They will be able
to take the knowledge they’ve
gained and share it to enrich the
lives of students.
Williams Enhances Curriculum
Through Code.org Workshop
Molly Williams, Algebra
teacher, attended a workshop in
Olympia, WA, hosted by Code.
org, a nonprofit dedicated to
increasing access to computer
science classes in schools.
While Molly has taught coding
at Edison before, this is her
first year teaching Intro to
Computer Science. She is using
a curriculum developed by a
team of software engineers
and teachers which will expose
students to web development,
animation, interactive art, and
game development.
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Alumni Spotlight: Danielle Gross
and staff felt more like partners
in her education, rather than
adversaries. Edison was a place
where Danielle felt she could
be herself, recognized as a
human being. She developed
meaningful connections with
three teachers in particular:
Patrick Fleming, who she
describes as a “special soul”;
Mary Garner, a former math
teacher; and Andreé CannonFleming, one of Edison’s
counselors.

Danielle with her three boys: Logan,
7, Jaxon, 6, and Rider, 1

For Danielle Gross, the middle
school years were the hardest.
She says, “I was a social
butterfly and gravitated toward
crowds, good or bad.” Although
she did not have a clinical
diagnosis of ADHD, her mom
knew she had it—and wanted a
high school experience where
the teachers would know
Danielle. Her mom heard about
Edison High School through a
friend and was very interested
in the small student-to-teacher
ratios, compact environment,
and attention to learning
differences; she didn’t want her
daughter to get lost in a large
school.
When Danielle began attending
Edison High School, she felt
an instant connection with the
teachers; they drew her into
the school. Instead of treating
their work like it was a job, she
felt that the teachers really
were there to teach her. In
contrast to other schools she
had attended, the Edison faculty
10

Andreé took Danielle under her
wing, serving as a strong female
role model and teaching her how
to connect with and support
other female students, blossom
into a responsible woman, and
operate in the real world with
confidence. After two years at
Edison, Danielle transferred
to Beaverton High School. Her
preparation at Edison allowed
her to “become a responsible

young adult, equipped to
manage education at a bigger
school and successfully go on to
bigger things.”
Upon graduation, Danielle
attended culinary school and
held an externship at Disney.
From there, she was recruited to
be a pastry chef at the Paragon
Restaurant & Bar in the Pearl
District and subsequently
became the Pastry Lead at New
Seasons. Now, she in the proud
stay-at-home mother of three
young boys and president of the
Parent Teacher Organization
at their school. Together with
her husband, she runs a small
farm on Bald Peak, northwest of
Portland.
Please attend the Partner with
Edison Breakfast on November
2nd to hear more about
Danielle’s Edison experience
and how it transformed her life.
(See back cover for details.)

Danielle with her husband Josh and sons

Fellows-Russell
Baby Arrives!
John Henry McKlevie FellowsRussell was born on 8/1/18. His
father Michael is excited about
the palindrome of his birth date
and his dyslexic mom Kate is
excited that she doesn't have to
remember many numbers. John
Henry was born healthy with a
full head of bright blonde hair.
His sister and brother spent the
first seven weeks of his life
begging to hold him.
Kate and Michael enjoyed a few
weeks of maternity and
paternity leave with three kids
under four. Ms. Fellows-Russell
is thrilled to be back at Edison
and dreams of getting more
sleep, as she has been so tired
that she routinely falls asleep
wearing her glasses. She is
grateful to her Edison family for
all their support and patience
and promises this is her last
baby.

Edison Student News
Ian Cole: Eagle Scout!

Ian Cole ’19 celebrates his Eagle
accomplishment with friend Jordan

Ian Cole, an Edison High School
senior, has been participating
in Boy Scouts of America since
he was in kindergarten. He has
been in the program with his
best friend, who recently
became an Eagle Scout as well.
Ian says that his friend was a big
support for him in completing
this project.
For his service project, Ian
created and executed a plan
to expand the garden area of
a local elementary school. He
had noticed that the vegetable
garden at the school wasn’t
being used a much as he
thought it could be, so he
crafted a plan to change that.
He was involved in the project
all the way from drafting the
blueprint to clearing the grass
and building the fixtures. Ian
built two new compost bins, an
archway for vines to grow over,
and benches so that people
could sit and relax in the space.

John Henry McKlevie
Fellows-Russell

Born: 8/1/18 at 3:42 AM
7 lb. 11 oz. and 19.5 inches

Ian presented his project in
front of the review board at the
end of September and is very
excited about this achievement.
Congratulations Ian!

Jon King Attends OSU
Summer Vet Program

Jon King ’20 gets to know new
friends

Jon King, an Edison junior, had
a unique opportunity to
participate in Oregon State
University’s Summer Veterinary
Experience. Jon applied for the
camp last spring along with 169
other students; only 26 were
selected to participate. Jon got
to partner with other juniors
and seniors from all over
Oregon. The students took part
in labs, learned surgical skills,
and completed research
projects. They were also able to
work directly with animals
alongside the veterinary
teaching staff.
Another special part of the
experience was the opportunity
to try out dorm life. Students
stayed in the dorms at night
then took classes during the day
at OSU’s Carlson College of
Veterinary Medicine.

Students scrub in for surgery OSU
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Parents: If this is no longer your child's permanent address, please update the mailing information for your child by contacting our
Office Manager, Tammy Sasaki, at tammys@edisonhs.org. Thank you!

BE OUR GUEST!

Partner with Edison
Fundraising Breakfast
Friday, November 2, 2018
7:30-8:30 a.m.

Oregon Zoo Cascade Crest Banquet Center

The event is free, the experience is priceless!
Please contact Tammy Sasaki
(503) 297-2336
tsasaki@edisonhs.org
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